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This book is one of the best and most comprehensive about Hermetic philosophy and a perfect

textbook for your first steps into alchemy. Being a real suggestive inquiry into the Hermetic mystery,

this work consists of four parts: I. An Exoteric View of the Progress and Theory of Alchemy II. A

More Esoteric Consideration of the Hermetic Art & Its Mysteries III. Concerning the Laws and Vital

Conditions of the Hermetic Experiment IV. The Hermetic Practice
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This book is the same as "A Suggestive Inquiry Into The Hermetic Mystery." The difference is the

very small typesetting in this book. The Classic Reprint by Forgotten Books has larger fonts.

The woman who wrote this book lived in an age when women were virtually forbidden scholarship,

and yet she wrote this extremely well researched and beautiful book on the deep philosophy of the

soul. She spoke and wrote in several languages and translated all of the passages which she

quotes, despite the fact that it makes me ashamed of the feebleness of my own scholarship I really

value this book.

This book is indeed an extremely important one; a distillation of decades of study of the ancient

Hermetic Arts. Mary Ann South Atwood wrote it, and her father, who taught her full-time from

girlhood, had it published in London in 1850. He also owned a significant library of ageless wisdom

texts,that he later gave to the newly developing Theosophist movement blossoming in London, New

York and India.Far more than a simple description of "hieophants", (hierophant - teacher) this



detailed and stunningly erudite tome is packed with information about the transmutation of spirit into

matter and vice versa. Its historical and geographical spread are phenomenal. The funny thing is,

soon after they'd had it published, she and her father had extreme misgivings about allowing out

such precious wisdom. That opinion combined with a "conversion" of sorts to a radical Christianity

caused them to gather up all the books they'd printed. They then burned these on their lawn. Only a

few remained, enough for a complete copy to be re-released. Mine is published by Julian Press of

New York, in 1960.
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